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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a bridge which can 
divide a spanning tree domain easily and can only divide a 
spanning tree domain without dividing a broadcast domain. 
SOLUTION: When a spanning tree domain of a bridged LAN is 
divided, a different spanning tree domains can be joined for each 
port by providing a plurality of bridge protocol entities 30 and 31 
and assigning each port of #1 and #2 to bridge protocol entities 
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spanning trees. According to this arrangement, a spanning tree 
domain can be divided easily and drawbacks of the conventional 
technology can be solved. 
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